
CASE STUDY:
A Small Town Goes Big With Math!

Think Through Math combines live teacher support, 
unique student motivation, and engaging adaptive 
instruction in a web-based learning system that is 
proven to help students learn —and love—math!

The Challenge:
Built in 1948 and situated in Mobile County Alabama, Lott Middle 
School has served generations of families in the rural community of 
Citronelle. In 2014, the teachers and administrators set out to 
change the school’s culture and climate around math instruction – 
shifting from conventional methods that stressed rote 
memorization to one that emphasized critical thinking and deep 
understanding of mathematical concepts. The school’s Title I 
facilitator, Tanya Williamson, recognized that changing students’ 
attitudes about math and including them in the conversation would 
be critical to their success. They also needed a solution that could 
address the wide range of math aptitude among students. 

The Choice:
To help improve student performance and take its math program to 
a new level, Ms. Williamson saw the potential of Think Through 
Math as a supplemental math tool that would:

•   Reinforce major concepts taught in the classroom     

•   Monitor student performance on a daily basis

•   Provide students with performance data and feedback
    on a regular basis 

•   Help students gain confidence and develop more positive
    attitudes toward math

After considering several alternatives, it quickly became clear that 
Think Through Math was the right solution for Lott. 
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District Roll-Out
Lott Middle School began using TTM in the middle of the 2014-15 school year.  The initial rollout targeted those 
students in need of intervention.  However, Ms. Williamson along with the school’s principal, Jason Golden soon 
realized the benefit that TTM could have for all of the school’s students and made the decision to continue to fund 
TTM in the 2015-16 school year. 

After in depth training to get to know the system, Lott Middle School teachers quickly recognized TTM as a system 
that could have an immediate impact in their classrooms. To get students better acquainted and comfortable with the 
program, 6th grade math teacher, Kimberly Bosarge used her classroom SMART board to demonstrate specific TTM 
problems. The use of the SMART board with TTM also gave her students a better sense of the various ways that TTM 
questions and concepts could be asked on the ACT Aspire test. 

To broaden the use of TTM 
even further, Mrs. Bosarge 
re-purposed computers 
around the school that were 
not in regular use, providing 
more opportunities for 
students to use the program 
throughout the day.   

To further motivate their 
students, teachers at Lott 
Middle School implemented 
school-wide incentives and 
monthly competitions.  One of 
the most popular incentive 
programs, the “Think 30 
Club”, provided prizes to 
students who passed 30 or 
more lessons throughout the 
school year.

Teacher Tanya Williamson points out, “The ability for teachers to choose individualized math pathways for each 
student has helped to improve student performance, but the motivational component also ensures that our students 
“feel” successful.”

Today, every student at Lott Middle School spends at least 55 minutes on the TTM program each week. Students are 
also encouraged to log in to the system at home. During the 2015-16 school year, students completed 2,713 lessons, 
spent 2,333 hours on the system, used “coach help” 6,530 time and took advantage of “live teacher help” 987 times.

Ms. Bosarge notes, “Think Through Math made a huge di�erence in our math scores. It is interactive, easily 
accessible, and closely related to what students will see on ACT Aspire.”
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The Results
After two consecutive years using Think Through Math, the results are evident. The system’s close alignment with 
Common Core standards and ACT Aspire level questions was illustrated by an 11% improvement in student 
performance on the ACT Aspire Test from the 2014-15 to the 2015-16 school year.
Prior to implementing Think Through Math, Lott Middle School students rarely utilized the computer lab for math. By 
providing practice using technology before major tests, The Think Through Math program has provided an 
unintended benefit to students and teachers. 

Since implementing TTM, Lott Middle School teachers have seen a noticeable shift in student attitudes toward math, 
pointing out that students look forward to spending time on the program each week and have been extremely 
motivated by the incentive and awards programs. 

With results like these, teachers and students at Lott Middle School have no intention of slowing down.  Principal 
Jason Golden concludes, “Think Through Math has proven to be a great benefit to the success of our students. By 
continuing to assign pathways that will benefit the individual needs of our student body and encouraging students 
to log in at home, we believe that our students will achieve even greater success in the coming years.”
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ACT® is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc., which is not a�liated with Think Through Math.
ACT, Inc. was not involved in the production of, and does not endorse Think Through Math.


